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* [Forest destruction and degradation account for almost 20%
of the world’s greenhouse gas emissions

« Stern Report: Investing in forest protection is a highly cost-
effective way to reduce emissions

« As carbon markets develop — huge potential for alternative
conservation financing for forests as well as pro-poor
development

 There is a need for tools to help in selecting those sites to
benefit from such financing

Today we will present:
- A methodology for site selection for carbon and multiple benefit

- Three example sites selected using a preliminary subset of
criteria




Why Great Apes?

e Apes are important for the habitat in which they live
— Flagship species for awareness raising/conservation

— Keystone species

» “Gardeners” of the forest — dispersing seeds, pruning branch tips and
creating light gaps in the forest canopy

— Indicator species for endangered ecosystems
* representative of many other species and biodiversity in general

« Their forest habitats are important for humans as well

— 1.2 billion (of the world’s poorest) people depend directly on
forests for their livelihood

— Many ecological services provided by tropical forests to humans
* Millennium Ecosystem Assessment 2005



Infrastructure Development 2002 - 2050

Globio Report, 2002



The Great Apes Survival
Project Partnership

A global partnership for sustainable development

— Regqistered as a World Summit on Sustainable Development
Type Il Partnership in 2002

Great apes inhabit tropical forest and woodland habitat

— including 2 of the 3 “green lungs” of the planet in SE Asia and
in the Congo Basin

GRASP works in 23 countries across equatorial Africa and
Southeast Asia

— 15 of the 23 great ape range states are Least Developed
Countries (LDCs)

— Pro-poor development activities and strong human livelihoods
component
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Priority Populations

 List of 94 priority great ape population sites

— Including information on population size, area,
habitat type, uniqueness, scientific importance,
conservation features, major threats

« Drawn up by the GRASP Scientific
Commission, as a result of wide scientific
consultation

 Development of list is ongoing — site additions
and deletions possible as information changes
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Site Selection - Sources of Data

— GRASP Great Ape Priority Population List
(Preliminary)

— GRASP Scientific Commission
— Important Bird Areas — Birdlife International

— Ramsar sites — Ramsar Convention on
Wetlands

— World Heritage Sites — UNESCO

— Forest Cover - Food and Agriculture
Organization

— Wetlands International

— The World Conservation Union

— Convention on Biological Diversity
— Woods Hole Research Centre

— UNEP World Conservation and Monitoring
Center

— World Database on Protected Areas
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Example Preliminary Sites for
Carbon Financing:

1. Salonga Landscape
—  Democratic Republic of the Congo

2. Gamba Complex
—  Gabon, Republic of the Congo

3. Leuser Ecosystem
— Indonesia



Salonga Landscape
Democratic Republic of the Congo

e Species: Pan paniscus
 Area of Landscape
102,847 (km?)

e 36,560 km? protected In
Salonga National Park

o Rate of deforestation -
0.07% (State of the Forests 2006)

e 26% of area outside of
National Park Is in logging
concession



Woods Hole Research Center



Mayumba-Conkouati-Gamba
Landscape
Gabon and Republic of Congo

G.g. gorilla and P.t.
troglodytes

Area of landscape 34,258
km?2

12, 414 kmZ2 protected

Mixed landscape including 4
National Parks

All area outside of protected
areas Is logging concession

Transboundary site







Leuser Ecosystem
Indonesia

 Pongo abelii Sumatran orangutan
* Area of landscape ~26,000 km?
« Swamp and dryland forest

« 10, 000 km?2 protected in Gunung Leuser
National Park

 Parts of Leuser system have been and are
currently being deforested









Thank-you!

For further information
please contact:

grasp@unep.org
www.unep.org/grasp







