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Forestry’s role in global carbon

Reservoirs 1650 GtC
nearly twice 
the carbon in the 
atmosphere

Sinks 2.6 GtC/yr

Sources
1.6 GtC/yr  

(mainly deforestation)
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Emissions from forest fires

•Forest and brush fires release an 
average of 2-3 Gt CO 2/yr

• In 1997/98 (El Nino year), emissions 
from fires amounted to 7.7 Gt CO 2



Forestry mitigation options 

Maintain or increase forest land area

• Reduced deforestation 
• Increased afforestation and reforestation

Maintain or increase forest carbon density

• Reduced degradation

• Forest management interventions
• Forest conservation

Increase use of wood products for increased 
carbon stocks and  fossil fuel substitution



Deforestation and degradation

Proximate causes
• agricultural conversion          
• infrastructure development
• mining
• overharvesting, etc.

address opportunty costs
Underlying causes 
• poverty 
• inadequate governance 
• perverse policies

address structural issues



Holistic approach needed 

• Strong forestry policy and planning 
processes and cross-sectoral links

• Sound governance 

• Best technical practices 

• Conducive financial environment 

• Visibility and political support



Forest monitoring and assessment

Support forest 
assessments and 
related capacity 
building through  
national and 
global 
assessments
- links to policy



70 partner 
countries

With in-kind support from
France, Germany & Japan

NFP Facility - Partners
Donor countries



NFP Country Support

Purpose 
� Creating an enabling environment 

for  national forest programmes
� Catalytic role ��� � easing bottlenecks

Focus of its support
� Information and knowledge
� Capacity development



Law compliance

Improving law 
compliance in the 
forest sector



Forest management interventions

Best practices, networks, field support in:

Forest conservation

Forest rehabilitation and restoration 

Pest management

Prevention and control of invasive species

Forest fire management 

Silvicultural measures

Responsible management of planted forests 



Key lessons from SFM

• take holistic and integrated approach

• address poverty and local livelihood needs

• do not look at carbon in isolation of other 
forest goods and services 

• a wealth of knowledge, best practice 
guidance, tools, mechanisms and 
partnerships in SFM are available – use them

• use CC opportunities to build robust  
governance and incentive structures



Thank you 


